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He had thus no illusions either about the nature of the
foreign rule, or about the need for "unsparing criticism
and persistent fighting." His criticism, specially in the
economic field, was certainly unsparing, and could hardly
be improved upon by the succeeding generations of
freedom fighters. In fact, he provided the basic materials
for his successors in the freedom movement to draw
upon. As regards persistent fighting, however, Ms
method was two-fold. He spent his time after retirement
between England and India. In India he sought to build
up public opinion in favour of representative institutions
and on economic problems; and in England he endeavoured
to educate the British public on the true facts of the Indian
situation. It was his belief that the "mistaken policies'* of
the Government arose out of the fact that the Indian points
of view were not pressed on the Government with sufficient
authority with the result that Government remained un-
aware of Indian public opinion. At the same time, he had
faith in British democracy and he believed that if the
true facts about India were brought to the notice of the
British public, the progressive sections among the British
electorate would assert themselves in favour of a progressive
policy in India. As he had stated hi his work England
and India, he believed that the destiny of India was linked
with that of Britain, and that periods of liberalism in India
alternated with those of reaction according as reactionary
or progressive forces were predominant in British politics
at home. It was, therefore, his endeavour, while in England,
to strengthen the liberal forces in that country by acquain-
ting the British public with the facts of Indian administra-
tion and Indian life.

Romesh Dutt belonged essentially to the second half of
the nineteenth century India, "and his views and attitudes